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some broad principles which can be used to guide our
estimates as to what is possible or desirable.
We may distinguish two sorts of goods, and two corres-
ponding sorts of impulses. There are goods in regard to
which individual possession is possible, and there are
goods in which all can share alike. The food and clothing of
one man is not the food and clothing of another; if the
supply is insufficient, what one man has is obtained at the
expense of some other man. This applies to material goods
generally, and therefore to the greater part of the present
economic life of the world. On the other hand, mental and
spiritual goods do not belong to one man to the exclusion
of another. If one man knows a science, that does not
prevent others from knowing it; on the contrary, it helps
them to acquire the knowledge. If one man is a great
artist or poet, that does not prevent others from painting
pictures or writing poems, but helps to create the atmos-
phere in which such things are possible. If one man is full
of good-will toward others, that does not mean that there
is less good-will to be shared among the rest; the more
good-will one man has, the more he is likely to create
among others. In such matters there is no possession,
because there is not a definite amount to be shared; any
increase anywhere tends to produce an increase every-
where.
There are two kinds of impulses, corresponding to the
two kinds of goods. There are possessive impulses, which
aim at acquiring or retaining private goods that cannot be
shared; these centre in the impulse of property. And there
are creative or constructive impulses, which aim at bringing
into the world or making available for use the kind of